
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Went to France to Fight—Summer of 1918 
Edmond Rinn  (1891-1967)  was proud of his service during WWI. 

He loved to tell the story of how he got out of being a translator. 

  

As retold in the words of Edmond Rinn by Janelle Richardson, grand niece 

 

Edmond Rinn said, “I went to France to fight, not talk.  Proud to defend my country, I was 
twenty-six-year-old when I became a private in the United States Army during the Great 
War (First World War).  I remember it was hard leaving home in Oklahoma as my mother, 
Marguerite Rinn, fussed over me and cried. I am her youngest son.  Even my usually vibrant, 
giggly sisters were sobbing, kissing me goodbye.  They acted like I wouldn’t return.  I was 
tall, lean, strong, and well trained, so I knew I would be okay in battle.  Didn’t my own 
father, Lewis Rinn, survive three years in the Union Army during the Civil War? 
 
We were encamped near a small French village.  My commander called me in and said, 

“Private Rinn, I understand you speak French.”  
 
“Yes,” was my reply because my Mother and Grandmother were from France and my 
family spoke French at home especially when Grandma Clair visited.  
 
The commander said, “I need you to leave your company so you can become our 
translator.”  
 
I thought this sounds like a boring, uneventful job.  Damn, I wanted to be in the trenches 
with my buddies.  But an order was an order so I saluted and replied, “Yes sir.” 
  
Then I was told, “Your first assignment is to go into the village and introduce yourself to the 
local bar keeper.  Say  that your commander has ordered drinks for the troops.  Tell him to 
serve the enlisted men one drink each and to serve the officers all the drinks they want. 
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 I wondered how I was going to get out of being a translator. Suddenly I had an idea.   Off 
to the village I went.  I found the bartender and greeted him.  In my best French, I told him 
that my commander had ordered drinks for his men.  The enlisted men could have all the 
drinks they wanted, but the officers were restricted to one drink.   
 
 It didn’t take long before my commander called me in.  He said, “Rinn, it doesn’t appear 
that you are suited to be a translator.  I am afraid that you will have to rejoin your regular 
combat company.”  
 
 “Yes sir,” I replied as I turned and left the room, hoping that he did not see the pleased 
look on my face.  I was going to fight after all."i 
 

Postscript:  Edmond Rinn registered for the draft on June 5, 1917.ii He was drafted into 

Company C, 358th Infantry Regiment of the 90th Infantry Division of the Army and trained at 

Camp Travis, Texas along with other soldiers from Oklahoma and Texas.    When he was 

deployed to France in June 1918, his family received postcards from the Red Cross saying 

he had arrived safely overseas.iii  His unit was in some of the heaviest fighting of the war 

participating in the Meuse-Argonne successful campaign in the fall of 1918. The division 

remained on the front lines attacking for more than 69 days sustaining a total of 7,549 

casualties until  the Armistice of November 11, 1918iv--earning the name of "Tough 

Ombres".v  After the Armistice, Rinn was assigned to the Army of Occupation and was  

stationed at Pelm, in occupied Germany. Writing to his sister on January 27, 1919, he said 

he didn’t know when he would be coming home but he hoped it would be soon.  He 

wanted to see his mother and find out how everyone was getting along.vi  Late in May 

1919, he got his wish as he sailed from France and arrived back home in Oklahoma in June 

1919. 
 

  

 
 

Edmond Rinn, 2nd left, in Occupied Germany after Armistice 
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